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Chairman Reed E. Hundt . i S R
Federal Communications Commission £, .
1919 M St., N.W. oo e
Washington, DC 20554 £ .
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Dear Chairman Hundt: " "fﬁmijf%ifWM

R 1A

On March 30, the FCC will make a decision about price cap
regulation. You are familiar with our proposal to redirect the
Consumer Productivity Dividend (CPD) to help connect schools and
libraries to the NIT.

We want to take one last opportunity to urge vyou and
Commissioners Barrett, Chong, Ness, and Quello to adopt our
proposal. Our coalition includes the American Library Association,
the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National
Assoclation of Secondary School Principals, the National Education
Association, and the National School Boards Association. We are
enclosing a collection of the letters of endorsement our supporters
have sent to the FCC; it 1includes many other individuals,
associations, organizations, and Members of Congress. As you can
see, they believe our proposal is the best opportunity for a giant
step toward equity of access to telecommunications technology for
schools and libraries.

"The Survey of Advanced Telecommunications in U.S. Public
Schools, K-12" done by the U.S. Dept. of Education's Office of
Education Research and Improvement (February 1995) documents the
challenge we face as a nation. We are attaching a synopsis of 1its
findings.

The American Electronics Association (AEA) released a major
survey on March 20, 1995, which found that only 59% of the
respondents who were teachers have multimedia capabilities
available to them, 29% have networked computers, and 20% have an
Internet connection. Only 17% of the teachers indicated that on-
line services were available to them. The key findings showed that
more than 75% of the survey respondents believe that the
information superhighway will alleviate such problems as a lack of
student motivation and obsolete curriculum. Budget ﬁ&Qféﬁﬁ&ﬂ%@d the é}%f
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lack of equipment and lack of training were seen as the major
roadblocks to applying information technologies.

In summary, the survey says that although 35% of public
schools have access to the Internet, only 3% of all instructional
rooms in public schools are connected to the Net. Funding is the
major barrier. Only 40% of public schools having computers with
telecommunication capabilities are in the classroom; however, the
types of telecommunications most often located in classrooms are
broadcast television and cable television. For the 49% of public
schools having access to the Internet or any other wide area
network connection, 11% of the usage 1s by administrative staff;
only 3% of schools indicate that students and 2% indicate that
teachers use the network to a large extent.

"Public Libraries and the Internet," a 1994 study by the U.S.
National Commission on Libraries and Information Science, found
that almost 21% of public libraries are connected to the Internet,
although 13% of small rural 1libraries are connected. Half of
libraries connected had only low-level dial-up connections, and few
public libraries offer direct public access to the Internet. A
summary of that report is also attached.

Both you and the Administration have taken a strong and
admirable stand on the need for connecting schools and libraries to
the NII. In the current budget climate, this will prove to be an
increasingly difficult commitment to meet. Our CPD proposal avoids
burdening the federal budget while it helps address the
connectivity ©problem in a creative manner that promotes
private/public sector partnerships that the Administration and the
FCC have advocated.

In closing, we believe our proposal 1s the only viable
solution on the horizon and it would only be a partial solution. By
acting now, the FCC can enable a critical mass of connectivity for
classrooms and libraries to the NII so learners of all ages,
regardless of where they live, can have access to
telecommunications technology, the key to success in the future.

Sincerely,

Arthur Curley Gordon M. Ambach
President Executive Director
American Library Association Council of Chief State

School Officers
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Kenneth F. Melley
Assistant Executive Director
National Education Associlation
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Thomas A. Shannon
Executive Director
National School Boards Association

Attachments
Enclosure

cc: FCC Commissioners
William A. Caton

(N

Timothy J. Dyer

Executive Director

National Asscociation of
Secondary School Principals



Selected Findings

The Survey of Advanced Telecommunications in U.S. Public Schools, K-12 requested
information regarding the availability and use of telecommunications, plans to implement or
upgrade wide area connections, access to the Internet and selected Internet capabilities, and
barriers schools face to the acquisition or use of advanced telecommunications. The data were
gathered from a nationally representative sample of 1,380 public elementary and secondary schools

in fall 1994.

" Overall, 35 percent of public schools have access to the Internet but only 3
percent of all instructional rooms (classrooms, labs and media centers) in public
schools are connected to the Internet. Only 30 percent of public elementary
schools have Internet access compared with 49 percent for secondary schools
(table 5).

= Funding is the major barrier most often cited in the acquisition or use of
advanced telecommunications in public schools. Schools cited funding as a
major barrier 69 percent of the time which ranks first in a list of potential
barriers (table 14). Other major barriers most often cited were lack of
“equipment or poor equipment (50 percent) and too few access points in the
school building (47 percent).

n Seventy-five percent of public schools have computers with some type of
telecommunication capabilities (i.e., local area networks or wide area
networks), 74 percent have cable television, and 70 percent have access to
broadcast television in their schools (table 2).

x Only 40 percent of public schools having computers with telecommunication
capabilities indicated that they were located in classrooms (table 2). However,
the types of telecommunications most often located in classrooms are broadcast
television and cable television. Although 94 percent of schools with closed-
circuit television reported it was in classrooms, only 25 percent of schools had
this capability.

. While 75 percent of public schools have access to some kind of computer
network, only 49 percent have access to a wide area network--35 percent of
public schools have access to the Internet and 14 percent have access to other
wide area networks (e.g., CompuServe, America Online, Prodigy; table 3).

n Sixty-seven percent of public schools have plans to implement or upgrade a
wide area computer network (table 4). Of these, 81 percent indicate that their
telecommunications plans are part of a district-level plan, 48 percent are part of
a school-based plan, 27 percent are part of a state plan, and 19 percent are part
of a regional plan.




In the Southeast, schools are about twice as likely to report statewide
telecommunications plans than schools in the other regions of the country--41
percent for the Southeast as compared with 20, 22, or 26 percent in the other
regions (table 4).

Smaller schools with enrollments of less than 300 are less likely to be on the
Internet than schools with larger enrollment sizes. Only 30 percent of small
schools reported having Internet access, while S8 percent of schools with
enrollments of 1,000 or more reported having Internet access (table 5).

For the 35 percent of public schools having access to the Internet:

E-mail is the most widely available Internet capability. Ninety percent of
schools on the Internet indicate E-mail is available at their school (table 6).
News groups and resource location services (Gopher, Archie, Veronica, etc.)
are available in 64 and 62 percent of the schools, respectively. Only 21 percent
of the schools report having some graphical user interface capabilities such as
MOSAIC.

Each of these Internet capabilities (E-mail, news groups, resource location
services, and graphical user interface) is more often available for teachers and
administrative staff than for students. Eighty-five to 94 percent of schools with
Internet access indicated availability for teachers and 66 to 79 percent indicated
availability for administrative staff as compared to 43 to 54 percent of schools
reporting that the capabilities were available for students (table 6).

The number of instructional rooms connected to the Internet varies greatly--51
percent of the schools with Internet have a connection in one instructional
room, 27 percent have connections in two or three instructional rooms, 5
percent have connections in four instructional rooms and 8 percent have
connections in five or more instructional rooms (table 7).

ey




For the 49 percent! of public schools having access to the Internet or any other wide
area network connection:

n Eleven percent of the schools having access to wide area networks indicate that
administrative staff use those networks to a large extent but only 3 percent
indicate that students and 2 percent indicate that teachers use the network to a
large extent (table 11).

= The overwhelming majority of schools that are connected to any wide area
network use modems (97 percent; table 8).

= The responsibility for administering the wide area networks in 51 percent of the
schools is assigned to a part-time network administrator (table 9). Only 9
percent of the schools indicate that the person responsible for administering the
network is a full-time network administrator. Sixteen percent indicate that
someone from the district staff administers their network and 24 percent report
that no single individual is responsible.

n Large schools (enrollment of 1,000 or more) are about twice as likely to have a
full-time network administrator than smaller schools--17 percent as compared
to 7 or 9 percent (table 9).

n About 70 percent of schools having access to wide area networks provide
training to the administrative staff and teachers. This training is provided more
often by the school district than by the schools (table 10). Training for students
also is provided in about half of the schools and for parents in 20 percent of
schools. However, training for students and parents is more often provided by
the school rather than the district.

" Schools with access to wide area networks indicate that district and regional
administrators (48 percent) and teachers and other staff (33 percent) are the
two groups most likely to play a large formal role in developing the school’s
telecommunications program (table 12).

n According to 89 percent of schools with wide area network access, decisions
concerning the school’s telecommunications budget are made most frequently
by the school district (table 13). Fifty-nine percent also report that their school
is responsible for making decisions concerning the telecommunications budget.
Only 22 percent of schools indicated state influence on these budget decisions
and 15 percent indicated that their regional administrator was responsible for
making decisions on the school’s telecommunications budget.

IThe estimated percent of schools having access to the Intemet or any other wide area network connection—49 percent of public schools—
is based upon a variable which was derived from two items on the questionnaire. It is an unduplicated count of those schools indicating
that they have access to cither the Internet or any other wide area network (e.g., CompuScrve, America Online, Prodigy; table 3).
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United States
National Commission on
Libraries and Information Scicnoee

June 1993

Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washingion, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

The members of the U.S. National Commission on Libraries and
Information Science (NCLIS} are pleased to present this report on Public Librarics
and the Internet: Study Resvits, Policy Issues, and Recommendations. The report
results from thc Commission's mandate to study the mecans by which the
informational needs of the Nation arc satisfied.

The Commission is concerned that public libraries offer advanced
telecommunications and information services that benefit local communities. Just
as they have offered open access to recorded knowledge since the earliest days of
our Nation's history, public librarics have a vital role in assuring that advanced
information services are unjversally available to all segments of the population on
an equitable basis.

The Commission's systematic cxamination of public libraries and the
Internet is based on the belicf that publicly-supporied community librarics arc a
critical component of the National Information Infrastructure (N1} initiative. The
survey provides initial baseline data about Internet connectivity for public
libraries. The research shows that the NII's capability to exiend and ephance
information access is not yct widely available to the Nation's 9,050 public
libraries.

The National Commission's survey of public library involvement with
Internet, the global computer network of interconnected networks, shows the

following:

* 20.9% of public libraries are connected to the Internct
* Public library access to the Internct is not cquitablc
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¢ Public librarics serving larger communities are more likely 1 have
sceess 10 Internet than public libraries serving smaller
communities
* ‘There are regional variatlons in public libraty Intcinct conncetivity
* Few public librarics offcr dircet public accees to the Internet
* Public libraries are using Iniemet services fo
- procure answers 1o reference inquirics
— zccess federal information resources
- perform interlibrary lnan transactions
* ‘Ihere are wide variations in public library Internet costs
= librarics for smaller populations report annual costs of $412
- libraries for larger populations report annual costs of $14,697
* Federa] assistance for cornecling public librarics to the Internet is
required

The NCLIS survey responds (v « question raised at a July, 1993 policy
discussion mccting held at the Library of Congress. At this meeting, Vice
President Gare asked 1n what degree public fibraries can scrve as a “safety net”
for access 10 Internet information and seivices, The Vice President also raised
issucs rclated to how the lnternet could provide better sacial equity for the
public. The enrcent Nationdl data about public librarics and the Interne
contained in thils repon arc intended w help make informed decisions about
future government roles involving public libraries and the information
infrastrcnire.

The Commission's report shows that public libraries are making progress
in connecting to the Internet and by exiending the benefits of advanced
Information scrvices o Uwir patrons.  This progress, howcver, requires
e3sistance if we are to assure that the information superhighway of the future
will not hypass critical segments of the American people.

We Jook forward 10 working with you to achieve the vicinn so clearly
atienlated in your State of the Union Address "..1o connect every classroom,
every clinle, every LIBRARY, every hospital in America into a national
information superhighway by the year 2000."

Sincercly,

Qﬂnr’wt GU{% C;.‘ M e

Jeanne Hurley Simon
Chairperson

9
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The alliance of education and library organizations who are participating in the filing
are:

American Library Association

Council of Chief State School Officers

National Association of Secondary School Principals
National Education Association

National School Boards Association

Endorsements have been received from:

American Association of School Administrators
Arkansas Library Association

Association for Educational Communications & Technology
Barbara O’Connor, Director of the Institute for the Study of Politics and Media
at California State University

Chief Officers of State Library Agencies
Congressman Major R. Owens

Congressman William D. Ford

Consortium for School Networking

Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility
Idaho Library Association

Laramie County Library Association

Maine Library Association

Mountain Plains Library Association

National Association of Elementary School Principals
National Association State Boards of Education
National PTA

New Jersey Library Association

Ohio Library Council

Oregon Library Association

Pennsylvania Library Association

Rural Electrification Administration

Senator Barbara Mikulski

Texas Library Association

West Virginia Library Association

West Virginia Library Commission



AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

QB {EADSRSHIR
FOR :ZARNING
July 26, 1954

Chairman Reed E. Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The American Association of School Administrators, representing more than 16,000 local
superintendents and school executives, wishes to express our support for the Reply Comments
filed with the Commission on June 29, 1994, in the matter of Price Cap Performance Review
for Local Exchange Carriers (LEC); CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers.

We agree with the American Library Association, The Council of Chief State School Officers,
The National Association of Secondary School Principals, the National Education Association,
and the National School Boards Association, that price cap regulations should be reformed to
“provide those positive financial incentives to urge LEC investment in communications
technology for education and libraries.”

We also support the 0.5 percent "credit bank,” which could only be clzimed by LECs if they
invested in education-related National Information Infrastructure systems and technologies that
have a meaningful, carefully thought-out, and demonstrated connection with learning in
individual schools, school systems, and libraries.

We appreciate having the opportunity to present our views.
Sincerely,
Paul D. Houston

Executive Director

(703) 528-07TC0 » Fax (7O3) 841-1543
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ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ALA

1100 North University o Suite 109 « Linde Rock, AR 72207 » (501) 661-1127 : ' =

March 10, 1995

Chairman Reed E. Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Streetr, N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Arkansas Library Association strongly urges you and your colleagues on the Federal
Communications Commission to revisc the FCC price cap regulation plan as a2 means of fi-
nancing the development of the National Information Infrastructure (CC Docket 94-1: Price

Cap Performance Review for Local Exchange Carriers).

As in many other states, Arkansas has experienced growing activity in recent years in tele-
communications. A number of projects have been planned or implemented which have a posi-
tive impact on the education and economic sections of the state,

Although progress has becn made, only 2 out of 209 public libraries and 95 out of 312 school
districts have been connected to the Internet. There is still a great need for significant tele-
communications infrastructure improvements in the state, especially in rural communities. The
FCC proposal would not conflict with but would greatly compliment our state's initatives.

Libraries not only in Arkansas but in cvery state must gain affordable access to the “informa-
tion superhighway" as soon as possible to meet the ever-increasing information nceds of mil-
lions of Americans. The estimated $300 million per year that Jocal telephone companies could
usc to finance investments in library and education infrastructure in their service territories will

certainly advance the goal ta connect every library and classroom to the NII.

We urge your careful consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,

Jegelle Stephens
President

cc: Commissioners Chong, Ness, Quello, and Barrelt
FCC Secretary Willlam A. Caton



Association for Educational
Communications & Technology

1025 Vermont Avenue, NW, Suite 820, Washington, DC 20005-3547
(202) 347-7834 FAX (202) 347-7839

March 7, 1995

Re: C Docket 94-1: Price Cap
Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers: EX PARTE

Chairman Reed E. Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Association for Educational Communications and Technology's (AECT)
members, I would like to strongly encourage that the FCC adopt the proposaﬁ filed by
the Education/Library Coalition members: the American Library Association, the
Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Association of Secondary School
Principals, the National Education Association, and the National School Boards
Association. Their filing asks that the FCC redirect the Consumer Productivity Dividend
(CPD) to help connect schools and libraries to the NII.

Our national membership includes 4500 educational and instructional technology
professionals working in K-12 schools, higher education and the private sector, as well
as over 25,000 members of our affiliated organizations in all fifty states, all of whom are
concerned about the equity of leamin§ opportunities for students of all ages. The
mission of AECT is to promote the effective application of technology in the
teaching/learning process. We believe the coalition's fproposal is an appropriate use of ..
regulatory incentive to benefit students and learners of all ages and that the proposal is in
strong accord with our mission.

We ask for your support for the coalition's innovative solution. Please encourage the
other Commissioners to give it their serious consideration. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment on this important issue.

Cardially,

ley D"Zenor

Executive Direct
SDZ/jt
cc: FCC Commissioners

William F. Caton, Secretary to FCC (2 copies)
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March 16, 1995

Re: CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap
Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers: EX PARTE

Chairman Reed E. Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chair undt:

As a professor of Communication, in the Communication Studies
Department, and as the Director of the Institute for the Study of
Politics and Media at California State University in Sacramento, I
urge you and Commissioners Barrett, Chong, Ness, and Quello to
adopt the proposal filed by the education and library coalition,
Their proposal asks the FCC to redirect the Consumer Productivity
Dividend (CPD) to help connect schools and libraries to the NII.
The coalition includes the American Library Association, the
Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Association of
Secondary School Principals, the National Education Association,
and the National School Boards Association, as well as many other
associations, organizations, and Members of Congress who have
endorsed their proposal.

As former chair of California Education Technology Commission,
I have worked diligently, along with many of my colleagues in the
state, to assure equity of excellent learning opportunities for all
students. I especially support the <coalition’s March 6
recommendation to the FCC that priority be given to multi-year
plans from schools and libraries in disadvantaged areas, with
preference given to plans that would network communities.

I know your vision includes connectivity for classrocoms and
-libraries; please encourage the other Commissioners to support the
coalition’s innovative solution for helping our nation’s students.
The proposal is an appropriate use of regulatory incentive to
benefit consumers, especially those in disadvantaged areas, who
will shape the future of our nation. It is an investment that will
bring on-going and healthy dividends to our country. The problem is
too large to be solved by this effort alone but this use of the CPD
will allow a critical mass of connectivity that’s long overdue.

Sincerely,

Barbara O/Connor

"Fcc Comm1551oners L A . ;,::“
William F. Caton, Secretary o FeC =T e
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COSLILA |  CHIEF OFFICERS OF STATE LIBRARY AGENCIES

October 31, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt |

Chairman i

Federal Communications Corm’mssxon

1919 M Street, N.W. |

Washington, D.C. 20554 1

RE: FCC Comprehensive Rewew of the Performance of LECs Under Price Cap Regulation ...
CC Docket 94-1.

Dear Mr. Chairman: ? '
N
The Chief Officers of lS‘ca‘te Library Agencies urge the Federal Communications
Commission to allow LECs to use the Consumer Productivity Dividend to provide credits for the
wiring of public libraries and school
l
It is essential for tl‘us nation's future that access to the emerging Global Information
Highway is readily available to students in our schools and public libraries. The only competitive
advantage that a nation can have in a knowledge based world economy is to have more

information more rapidly avaﬂable to more of its workers, learners and citizens.

The use of the Consumer Productivity Dividend to support libraries and schools would
extend a benefit to all citizens wof the nation and impact favorably on the welfare of future
generations through the 1mproved education of today's students.

Please make every eﬁ'ort to provide these credits for telecommunication to public libraries

and schools. |
!
|
b Yours truIy,
[
by \3 ” h 9 :a {!%
|
' J. Maurice Travillian
. President
Presictont Socra'r(oq . o»‘«ecrg« 167 W, Main St.. Suite 600
Naney L Iussy Jone Kelbe . Amy Owen - a 4
Stare Libraden Stote Lidraden ! Dirgctor Lexmgro}n.l 52(540507 132
Washington State Utrary Soutn Dakota Stdte Lidbrary Utan State Lidtary . (606) 231-
P.0, Bax 42460 State Lbrary Bulding 2140 South 200 west. Sulte 16 FAX: 606-231-1928
Olympia. WA §8504-2460 B0 Govemort Drve o (ake CINéUT £1115
@0s) 7532915 Plana. $0 §7501-2294 (301) 256-588
FAX: 2005867575 . e S A R e Angela Ciouch, Sraff Contoct
Prg s 4, ! .
bt dasibimaitbnicd Post-It™ brand fax transmittal mema 7671 [ﬂ of pages »
Assistont Stote Supenatendent o i From i j
o e i [l o Sl
Marylong Srate Oeparment - ~
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20 West bcllimote Straet . :
Bammore. MO 21201-2595 Dept. N one. {
(410 3332113 gl P(U) /% -2 (/.
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VraSuinGTOM QERICE,

MAJOR R. OWENS

Ll
Pt QIS TIICT, Mbw YORR 1308 RATBUAN BURDING

wWASWNGTOM. DC 206 10.3211

COMMITTEE ON . 12021 228-8231
EOUCATION AND LABOR CISTRICT OFFICES,

309 UYICA AVENUE
SACQELYN, XY }121)
17198)723-3100

“r
Congress of the Wnited States Fapty
House of Representatives e
ADashington, BE 20515-5211

COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

September 1, 1994

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1913 M Street NW, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the
innovative proposal on "Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers" (cc Docket 94-1) submitted by the Education and
Library Alliance to connect schools and libraries to the Naticnal
Information Infrastructure (NII).

As a librarian, I cannot stress enough the importance of
public libraries as a wvital source of information for urban and
rural communities. We face the danger in the emerging 21st century
of milliong of Americans becoming part of the "information poor" --
those who could be left out of the new electronic communications
world we envision. We need to be sure that all people, including
those who historically have been among the underserved in our
diverse population, have the opportunity to access the advanced
technologies offered. Linking public schools and libraries to the
NII would accomplish this goal.

It is my hope that you will give this proposal your full
consideration. I believe the proposal would improve equality of
opportunity and promote full participation for every American.
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The Honorable Rsaed E. Hundt, Chairzan
rederal cComnunications Comnissicn
1919 M Straet NW, Sults 814
Wwashington, OC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to add my enthusiastlc support c¢f the conments
vou reacently recsived from five education and library
organizationa in response to the matter refore the redsral
Communications Commission cn "Price Cap Performance Raview for
Local Exchangs Carrlers"™ (cC Docker S4-1).

] Briefly, the education and library organizatione proposse
that the Faderal Communicatlens Commissien (FCC) redirect the
Consumer Productivity Dividend to a program designed to benefit
schools and libraries through plans mutually agreed vpon by all
partiaes. 7They recommend, in this context, that the approximately
$300 million a year availahla through the dividend be allocated
to a sgpecial account against which the Local Exchange Carriers
would charge invastments made in educational and library
infrastructure in their telephone service territories.

I believe the proposal offers a cost-effaectiva, sensibls
approach which could greatly further the Administration’s worthy
goal to connect avery classroom and library to the National
Information Infrastructure by the year 2000.

As Chairman of the Education and Laber Committee, I have
supported a variety of messuras before both my Commities and
other Committees which would help assure that schools and
libraries reap the full benafits of tha rapidly changing
techneologies which arse inrfluencing all aspscts of modern life.

Spacifically, the Education and Labor Committee recently
guided to enactment the Goals 2000 laegislation in which tha
congress endorsed a process which would reform educaticon by
driving improvements systemically, whether the improvepents
concerned teaching, lesarning or the conception of education
gensrally. Followlng enactment of the Goals bill, the Housa of
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Representatives passsd the comprehensive education bill to extend
Flemepntary and Secondary Education Act programs. This bill elso
includes a broad new lnitiative to spur greatsr usas of
educational technology in schools and libraries all across the
country. Even though the legislation has yet to be enacted, the
Appropriations Committee has signaled its willingness to saet
aside a small amount of funds should the program ba enacted,
wvhich 1ls remarkable given the fiscal restraints being dealt with
this ysar. Clearly, there is a strong desire to include schools
and libraries as participants in the informaticn infrastructurs
bacau=e of the clear link betwaen the dsvelopment of the National
Information Inrrastructure (NII) and the types of educational
changaes envisioned in these major education initiatives.

The NII pronlses to provide scheols and librariss with the
abllity to tap into vast stores of {nformation, to get in touch
with other classss and teachers to compaere information and share
experiences. This potential will only ba realized, howaver, 1t
appropriate public policies are put in place at every step of the
way.

I am fanillar with, and appreciate, -your personal interest
in making the National Informetion Infrastructure accessible to
the public, in part, by making it affordable for schools and
libraries. I hope you will giva the proposal submitted by the
education and library organizations your full considaeration as a
way to leverage public policy to stinulate private investment in
the NII and in the process renefitting two fundamental

underpinnings of our dsmocracy.
/4;;;:;;gly‘

WILLIAM D. FORD
Chalrman

With kxind regards,

WOF:dmn
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Re: CC Docket 94-1: Price Cep
Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers: EX PARTE

Chairman Reed E. Hundt

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M St, N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Decar Chairman Hundt:

The Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility (HACR) would like to strongly encourage you,
Commissioner Barrett, Chong, Ness and Quello to support the proposal filed by the American Library
Association, the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Association of Secondary School
Principals, the National Education Association, and the National School Boards Association. Their
filing asks that the FCC redirect the Consumer Productivity Dividend (CPD) to help connect schools and
libraries to the NIL

HACR is a coalition of the largest national Hispanic arganizations in the U.S., as listsd on our stationary.
The leadership of these organizations compose the board of directors of HACR. Our mission is to
ensure the Hispanic Community equitable participation in Corporate America, commensurate with its
contribution and emerging potential.

Through this network of organizations, HACR represents over seventy percent of all Hispanic American
houscholds, all of whom are concerned about equity of learning opportunities for students of all ages.
For many, the barrier to equity is primarily economic: the expenses of access to telecommunications
technology. We believe that the coalition's proposal is an appropriate use of regulatory incentive ta
benefit consumers, especially those in disadvantaged arcas, who will shape the future of our nation.

When we met with the coalition, we asked that they stipulate in the second, more detailed, FCC
proceeding that proportional representation of a state's pluralistic student population be included on the
Board of Stakeholders that would be oversecing the process in each state; that notification about the
credit bank opportunity to all public schools and libraries in each state be required, and that preference
be given to areas in most need of assistance. We ask for your support for these recommendations and
for the coalition's innovative solution. Please encourage the other Commissioners to consider it
seriously. : '

Thank you for this oppartunity to offer our views.

incerely,
Richard J. Bela, Esq.
President

ce! FCC Commissianers
Williarn F. Caton, Secretary to FCC

1730 Rhode Island Aveaus, N.W. « Suite 505 « Waskingrox, D.C. 20036
Phone 202-835-9672 + Fax 202.457-0455 :
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March 10, 1995

Chairman Reed E. Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman;

| am writing on behalf of the Idaho Library Association to express our support for
the proposal “Prince Cap Performance Review for Local Exchange Carriers” which
was submitted by the Education and Library Alliance 1o connect all libraries to the
National Information Infrastructure.

Our association’s members, 650 librarians, trustees, and friends of libraries,
know that libraries are a vital source of information for our predominately rural citizens.
Many of our libraries serve citizens who caould easily become left out of the new
information structure. Our association works to ensure that all Idaho citizens, including
those in rural areas, have access to all information. We believe that linking our
libraries and school to the Nil would be a step to achieve this access.

Please consider this important proposal.

Yours truly,

Karen Strege
President
ldaho Library Association

cc. Secretary William Caton

ILA
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March 7, 1995

William A. Caton

Federal Communications Commission
1219 M St. N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Caton:

I am writing to request your support of the Price Cap Performance
Review for Local Exchange Carriers: Ex Parte (CC Docket 94-1).
This plan will be of great benefit to public libraries and schools.

Wyoming public and academic libraries are connected statewide via
a computer system, The next step is for us to connect to the
information superhighway. This initiative would help us reach that
goal.

Wyoming has few people and great distances. Technology expands our
resources and horizons providing a direct benefit to the public we
serve. Please support CC Docket 94-1 and help us further connect
with the world,

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

IR

Lucie P. Osborn
County Librarian




LN

MAR & vV 199U FiLE ol

M L A MAINE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION: 1-800-452-8786
Local Government Center ¢ 37 Community Drive e Augusta, Maine 04330 e (207) 623-8428

March 16, 1995

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1819 M Street NW, Suite 814
Washington, DC 10554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Maine Library Association strongly endorses the use of rate price
cap funds to assist libraries in connecting to the emerging National {nformation
Infrastructure (NI[) (CC Docket 94-1: Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers). This plan would put equity in the information super highway.
As libraries are wired and begin to offer new services, millions of people will be
able to access new information and emerging services through their local libraries.

Here in Maine we have spent the last year planning for a statewide
library information network that will eventually provide affordable access for
all Maine's citizens to global information resources. Concurrently, the Maine
Library Association and the Maine Educational Media Association is sponsoring
legislation to connect libraries and communities electronically, and has assumed
intervenor status in rate negotiations involving NYNEX and the Public Utilities
Commission. At the national level and the local level affordable access to the
information super highway is a pressing concern.

On behalf of the Maine Library Association | enthusiastically support
this proposal for "consumer productivity dividends" which is part of the FCC’s
current review of price cap regulations. Please make every effort to provide
these credits for telecommunications to public and school libraries.

Sincerely,

Valerie Osborne, President
Maine Library Association

VAO/dm

cc:  Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner James H. Quello
Commissioner Andrew C. Barrett
William A. Caton, Secretary of the Federal Communications Commission
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Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebrasks, Nevada, Narth & South Dakots, Oklahoms, Utah, Wyoming

Mountain Plains Library Association
%

March 10, 1995

«

Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Mountain Plains Library Association strongly supports the "Price Cap Performance
Review for Local Exchange Carriers" (CC Docket 94-1) submitted by the Education and
Library Alliance to facilitate the connection of schools and libraries to the National
Information Infrastructure.

The eleven states comprising the MPLA region—from Nevada to Oklahoma and Arizona to
Montana--represents nearly one-fourth of the continental area of the United States, with many
citizens living in rural areas and small-towns with long distances between them. These have
long been areas typically under-served by information providers. In addition, this region is
served by many rural, local telephoné companies which may not choose to make the
technological investments necessary to assure that schools and libraries are connected to the
Information Superhighway without these incentives. For these reasons, we consider this
proposal vital to our region.

We, therefore, request that you give this innovative proposal your full consideration to help
assure that all citizens, regardless of where they live, will have access to the advancing
information technologies that promise to revolutionize communication and the dissemination
of information.

Sincerely,

Blaine H. Hall
President, Mountain Plains
Library Association
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The Honorable Reed . Hundt, Chrairman
rfaderal Communications Commissicn
1918 M Street, NV

Suirce 814
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November 3, 1994

Commissioner Andrew C. Barrett
Federal Communications Commission
1819 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket 84-1: Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchanae Carriers: “Ex Parte.®

Dear Commissioner Barrett:

The National Association of State Boards of Education, representing
state and territorial boards of education who are responsible for the
educational interests of more than forty three million students in public
schools and post-secondary institutions, wishes {o express our
support for the Reply Comments filed with the Commission on June
23, 1994, regarding "Price Cap Performance Review for Local
Exchange Carriers,” cc Docket 94-1.

As the nation moves into the 21st Century it is essential that all
children through their schools, libraries and other education
insiitutions be connected to the National Information Infrastructure
(Nll). The proposal submitted by the American Library Association
with the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Education
Association, the National Association of Secondary School Principals
and the National School Boards Association is a sound
recommendation for meeting the tremendous challenge of bringing
educational institutions into the NIl and improving the academic
achievement of our nation's schoolchildren.

We hope that you will give this proposal your full consideration and
support the further development of a nationwide, quality education for
all children. ’

Sincerely,

/Brenda Lilienthal Welburn

Executive Director

R
. Brends Wenthal Welbeurn

Erecutive Otrectr
TOTRL P.82



